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Proposal for an ESL Virtual Classroom
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this document is to propose a structure for an ESL virtual classroom and provide an annotated bibliography of websites suitable for primary school students for whom English is a second or subsequent language (ESL students). The websites provide information, resources or activities to cyber-learning, listening, speaking, reading, viewing, writing and composing and literacy in other learning areas. The virtual classroom will be used by ESL teachers to support language learning of groups of primary school ESL students on a number of state school campuses. Another aim of the virtual classroom is to involve families and support students’ in developing home language proficiency.
“Over the last twenty years, technology has reorganized how we live, how we communicate, and how we learn.” (Siemens, 2005, p.1) Siemens (n.d.) suggests that connectivism builds on previous learning theories such as constructivism to be the learning theory best suited to the digital age. Connectivism assumes that knowledge is created and exists across a network of connections (Downes, 2007). This theory suggests that students form knowledge as a result of their actions and experience within a network, and that students need the ability to construct and negotiate knowledge networks (Downes, S. 2007). 

While learning networks do not need to involve computers, it is easy to see how using online learning networks can benefit ESL teachers, students and their families. In Queensland teachers are often required to support students in a number of schools. They visit each of their schools on designated days, and often only see each student once a week. By establishing online learning communities ESL teachers can support their students throughout the week and give students opportunities to make connections with students in other schools who are of similar ages, have similar interests, or are from similar language and cultural backgrounds. It also provides a platform for encouraging family members to contribute to language learning processes; and involving non-native and native English speakers in language and cultural exchanges. 
The approach underlying the selection of web-based resources for the virtual classroom is an integrated whole-language approach to learning English using the four literacy resources model. While the target group of Prep to 7 students have some understanding of spoken and written English, many lack confidence in speaking and writing. The findings of Youb Kim’s (2008) small scale study into the effects of integrated language-based instruction on English language learning suggested that practising reading and writing can aid the development of oral language. So the websites will be chosen to support an integrated whole-language approach, focussed on improving speaking and writing confidence by using the four literacy resources model to develop literacy (including reading and writing) across key learning areas.
The ‘whole language’ pedagogical approach to English literacy appeals because “Whole language advocates recognize that language is both individual and social.” (Rigg, 1991: 524) Key aspects of this approach are “respect for each student as a member of a culture and as a creator of knowledge, and respect for each teacher as a professional.” (Rigg,, 1991, p. 521) This is consistent with socio-cultural and constructivist theories of learning because advocates of a whole language approach view writing “as a means of discovering for oneself what one thinks” (Rigg,, 1991, p. 522) and “a commitment to real activities is an important component of the whole language perspective”  (Rigg,, 1991, p. 524). Therefore, I have also looked for websites that provide students with opportunities to develop critical literacy skills by examining texts from their home cultures and mainstream Australian culture.
The four literacy resources pedagogical approach brings together several approaches to language learning including whole language, phonics and critical literacy approaches. (Welsch, 2007). It proposes that a fully literate citizen needs to be a code breaker (who uses phonemic awareness and knowledge of text structures to decode texts), meaning maker (who draws on background knowledge and inference to construct and comprehends texts), text user (who understands text purposes and structures, and is competent at everyday reading and writing tasks) and text analyser (who applies critical literacy to discern whose points of view and interests are served by texts and to select and interpret texts) (Ludwig, 2003). Consequently, I have chosen websites that allow students to develop phonemic awareness, spelling, punctuation and grammar skills and to analyse and construct spoken and written texts in a range of modes and genres. The language learning and critical literacy needs of ESL students are quite distinct from those of mainstream students (Alford, 2001). Alford (2001) suggests that teachers support ESL students’ learning by: brainstorming to activate prior knowledge, then filling in some knowledge gaps; using simple localised comtemporary texts, like newspaper articles, to build on prior knowledge; and adding new information during reading in a structured, methodical way. In line with this approach, I have chosen websites that use procedural, persuasive and information texts about familiar topics of interest to students.
Siemens advocates that learners and educators co-construct flexible learning environments that allow learners to make choices and provide opportunities for them to use open communications to network with sources of information (Siemens, 2008). In line with a connectivist approach, I looked for websites that provided opportunities to build online learning ‘networks’ where students could use a variety of computer mediated communication methods to learn languages and share ideas, beliefs and cultural understandings. Commercially available learning management systems and free social networking sites are both suitable for creating virtual classrooms.
According to Walker and Logan (2009) an online learning community should foster a sense of community membership, let learners take ownership for developing sections of the site, and provide authentic and meaningful learning experiences that encourage collaboration and foster problem solving. To capitalise on the synergy of online learning, the virtual classroom must adapt to the learners’ needs; support a range of forms of communication; and allow teachers to monitor site activity and social interactions (Amelung, 2007).

Consequently, the virtual classroom needs to provide Web 2.0 tools such as blogs, wikis and discussion boards for students to collaborate with fellow students; publish their work; engage in self-reflection and comment on the work of others. Before selecting other websites, I envisaged the type of virtual classroom I wanted to develop. 
The results of a study done by Paez (2009, p. 186) support “providing opportunities for students to develop and maintain their first-language skills”. As families move from country to country, many have difficulty finding books in their home language. Education Queensland’s (2008) curriculum guidelines for ESL students highlight the cultural and linguistic importance of students continuing to learn their home language. Fairfield Library (2011) in New South Wales also recognises this need by providing access to electronic books in a range of languages. Consequently, some of the sites reviewed provide stories and traditional tales in a range of languages spoken by the students at our school.
Despite the integrated whole-language and connectivist approaches underpinning the selection of most of the websites, I acknowledge that ‘this is not necessarily the best approach all the time’ (Levy and Stockwell, 2006, p.179). Sometimes students need to focus on specific skills. The virtual classroom should also link to websites where students could access information about language, practise spelling, grammar, reading and listening comprehension skills, and listen to, read and compose texts in English. In choosing websites, I was mindful of the philosophy of the teacher from Meskill’s (2005) case study. She believed that using computers increased her students’ motivation (Meskill, 2005). The software she used was not designed specifically for ESL students and her students generally worked in pairs to promote dialogue and turn taking (Meskill, 2005). So the sites chosen need to be motivational and allow for multiuser or individual use. In addition, I recognised the need for a blended learning approach that provided a strategic balance of on- and off-line activities. Therefore, some of the sites can be used in pairs and some were chosen to be stimulus material for related off-line activities. 

In reviewing the following websites, I have considered the following: page design (visual appeal, readability), site design (useability in terms of download speed, sound quality, site navigation), user-interface (degree of interactivity, online help, search, feedback), content (currency, credibility, accessibililty, cultural appropriateness, age- and language- appropriateness), teaching application (potential learning applications, range of topics, range of language skills developed, lesson plans, background information, worksheets). In general, the sites should appeal to students aged 6 to 12; cater for a range of language ability levels; allow students to make choices; and provide activities that students can use at home or at school with limited adult supervision. It also is important that the websites load quickly, have appealing user interfaces; are easy to navigate. Content-based sites should be regularly updated with new material to maintain students’ interest.
CONCLUSION

This proposal will be a useful starting point in co-developing an ESL virtual classroom with our ESL teachers for their students in Prep to Year 7. It provides a blueprint for a virtual classroom that includes the use of Web 2.0 tools and links to a range of external websites. The websites were selected and reviewed with the following aims in mind. Firstly, to support English literacy learning at a range of levels. Secondly to encourage students to continue to develop home language proficiency. Thirdly, in line with an integrated approach, to encourage literacy learning in other learning areas. Finally to describe how the activities on external websites might relate back to activities in the wiki, blog and discussion board activities in the virtual classroom. This blueprint shows how online resources might be used to support learning, and how virtual classrooms can be used to encourage students to network with teachers, peers and family members to learn about languages and cultures at home and at school.
Proposed Virtual Classroom Structure

The virtual classroom will have the following sections:

· Announcements (making announcements to students and families)

· Cybersafety & Collaboration

	· Online cybersafety activities 

· Netiquette information
	· Blackboard email

· Blackboard chat
	· Blackboard discussion board

· Blackboard classroom tool


· Virtual Library

· E-tools: online dictionaries, picture dictionaries, encyclopedia, translators

· E-books: in English and students’ home languages 

· Student-generated picture dictionary (topic-specific Blackboard wikis for each group’s current unit of work) 

· Link Libraries (topic specific sections related to current learning in science, health and SOSE or students’ home countries or areas of interest)

· Playground (links to fun activities that students can use independently)

· Keyboarding

· Language skills (letter recognition, phonemic awareness, spelling, punctuation, grammar)

· Showcase (Blackboard wiki for publishing or showcase, for example, students’ writing or artworks; the Blackboard comment tool be used for peer-evaluation)

· Workshop (links to online concept mapping, graphics and sound manipulation and publishing tools)
· Reading and Viewing (links to online tools or activities)

· Listening and Speaking  (links to online tools or activities)

· Writing, Shaping and Composing (links to online tools or activities)

· Maths (links to online activities)

· Adventures (Webquests or Let’s learn about … sections) 

· Assessment (Quizzes or tests)

· My Blog (personal Blackboard blogs for reflection and self-evaluation) 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
VIRTUAL CLASSROOMS
1. Blackboard on The Learning Place
1. URL:  http://education.qld.gov.au/learningplace/

2. Name: The Learning Place
3. Description:  The Learning Place hosts secure eLearning environments for Queensland state schools. Teachers can build Blackboard virtual classrooms to facilitate online learning. Blackboard provides teachers and students with access to email, synchronous and asynchronous chat, blogs, wikis, discussion boards and a conferencing tool. Teachers can provide access to learning materials, and students can share information and ideas and comment on each other’s posts. Teachers can develop online quizzes and activities within Blackboard. Results of quizzes can be recorded automatically in an online markbook.

4. Explanation: This site was chosen because it is freely available to Queensland schools. It provides a secure, online learning environment that can be accessed by teachers and students from schools, home or Council libraries, and it offers several computer mediated communication (CMC) tools.

5. Evaluation: Advantages: A range of CMC tools is available. Teachers can customise the content and menu system and hide or show content as required. It can be used to present text, still and moving images and sound. The wiki and blog tools can be set up for whole class, small group or individual use. The discussion board can be customised to give students particular editing permissions. Teachers can monitor students’ activity on the site, and automatically collate assessment results. Limitations: It is difficult to customise the user interface look appealing to young children.Teachers need specialist knowledge and the time to develop and maintain a Blackboard virtual classroom. Fast bandwidth access is an advantage because slow loading times can affect students’ motivation to use the site. The wiki and blog tools are quite basic, and the discussion board can be difficult for young students to navigate.

6. Teaching application: Teachers should ensure that the use of CMC tools is meaningful and purposeful, and where possible related to real-life experiences. When providing links to external sites, teachers should make sure they set it to open in a new window. These sites should be ones that the students have learnt to use independently or with minimum supervision.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
CYBER SAFETY

2. CyberQuoll

1. URL:  http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/cyberquoll/

2. Name:  CyberQuoll
3. Description:  The information and activities on this site promote specific strategies for staying safe in a range of online contexts. It also provides teaching resources and off-line activities for students.
4. Explanation: In a connectivist learning approach, it is important that students learn about the social and ethical implications of online behaviours. This site provides valuable information and online activities (videos, interactive activities and simulations) to prepare students for safe, responsible use of email, mobile phones and the Internet. It caters for middle primary students using a wide variety of materials. 

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site is visually appealing and easy to read and navigate. The sound quality is good and the videos are provided in two versions to cater for download speeds. The characters are appealing and the videos entertaining. The video episodes are short and have text captions to match the audio. The videos can be paused to allow discussion at strategic points. The teachers’ guide, lesson plans, worksheets and certificates are relevant and useful. Limitations: English is the only language used on the site, and language needs to be processed quickly. However, it is possible to pause and replay the videos.

6. Teaching application: CyberQuoll online videos and interactive activities are suitable for 10–12 year old students. Curriculum content includes the introduction of golden rules for using email and netiquette, searching the Internet, responding to inappropriate websites, using chat rooms and online communication, dealing with viruses and hoaxes, online publishing, using credit cards online, dealing with forms and popups and using mobile phones. The set of short video episodes can be used to introduce the language of cyberspace as well as to introduce concepts and strategies related to cybersafety. Students can view and participate in the online activities as a whole class using an interactive whiteboard, in pairs or individually on PCs or laptops. The use of headphones is recommended. CyberQuoll is an excellent cybersafety resource that is suitable for the target age group. I will use it to reinforce language about computers and the Internet and prepare students for working safely and responsibly online. It is important that the students work through the whole CyberQuoll program. The strategies suggested are important life skills that students will use at school and at home.
VIRTUAL LIBRARY — Language tools (Dictionaries, thesauruses, translators)
3. Forvo

1. URL:  http://www.forvo.com/

2. Name:  Forvo: Pronunciation Guide
3. Description: Forvo is a Web 2.0 pronunciation guide that has been built by the contributions of users. Users must be 18 years old to register and contribute pronunciations. Forvo functions include: presenting the phonetic spelling; providing pronunciation audio files by one or more speakers; voting on the accuracy of the pronunciation; adding a pronunciation to a ‘favourites’ list, sharing or downloading audio files; and adding ‘categories’ to the entry to assist retrieval.

4. Explanation: Pronunciation is the key to confidence in language learning. The Forvo pronunciation guide is a useful language learning tool. It is consistent with a connectivist approach to learning, because it illustrates how teachers and students can co-construct knowledge. Students and their families can use this site to promote learning about pronunciation of their home languages and English.

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site has a simple layout and easy to use menu system. A wide range of languages is covered. Teachers and students can contribute to the site. Limitations: Some words have 3 or more different pronunciations, and some of the pronunciations do not accurately portray the words are generally pronounced in Australia. 
6. Teaching application: Teachers can register, then contribute pronunciations of words that their students commonly mispronounce so that their students can check the pronunciation as often as they like from home or school. Once the students have been taught how to use the site at school, they can continue to use it outside school hours. This would be a useful addition to the Virtual Library section of the virtual classroom. I could hold a parent/carer/tutor information session to demonstrate how the site can be used at home, for example, to check pronunciation of topic-specific unfamiliar words when preparing speaking tasks for presentation at school.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. Lingvozone

1. URL:  http://www.lingvozone.com/

2. Name:  Lingvozone
3. Description:  Lingvozone provides free online translation services that include dictionaries, a full text translator, thesauruses, phrase books and flash cards in over 20 languages. In the Choose Language Pair Dictionary, users can In the English Multilanguage Dictionary, users can search for a word; see the phonetic spelling of the word; listen to the English pronunciation of the word, and see several translations of the word. The Flashcard topics include: general, business, medicine and PC. The Phrasebook topics include: basics (greetings and courtesies), travelling, hotel, local transport, sightseeing, bank, communication means, in the restaurant, food and drinks, shopping, repairs/laundry, sport/leisure, health/drugstore, beauty care, calling for police. 
4. Explanation: This site provides useful reference tools for learning common phrases, learning new vocabulary, and developing understandings about languages.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site has a simple, consistent layout and is easy to read and navigate. There are several tools on one site. The home page is well-organised and easy to read. The menus are easy to navigate and instructions are clear. The Phrasebook application provides audio files for the two languages chosen. Most applications and images load quickly. Users can show or hide flashcard translations. Limitations: The home page has limited visual appeal for children. Rollovers have spelling mistakes. Ads pop up. Dictionary and translator audio files load slowly. The flashcards sets are more suited to adult learners in terms of topics and vocabulary, and they don’t have audio files. The phrasebook content is Americanised. 
6. Teaching application: The site could be used to teach online dictionary, thesaurus and translator skills. Teachers could use the site on the IWB to model the use of dictionaries and thesauruses during the writing and editing processes. This site is more suitable to upper primary, secondary school and adult learners. I might model its use in the classroom during shared writing sessions with upper primary students. I include it in the virtual classroom as a reference tool for parents/carers/tutors.
5. The Internet Picture Dictionary

1. URL: http://www.pdictionary.com/
2. Name:  The Internet Picture Dictionary
3. Description: The picture dictionary is provided in five langagues (English, French, German, Italian and Spanish). The categories provided are animals, appliances, body parts, clothing and apparel, colors, fruits, garden and yard, kitchen, musical instruments, numbers, school, sports, tools, transportation, vegetables.
To search for a word, users first select the language then type in word. Alternatively words organised according to topic or alphabetically. The site provides online activities, including: flashcards, fill-in-the-blanks, word scramble, stinky spelling and straight recall.
4. Explanation: This site was included as an example of a picture dictionary.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site has a simple page layout and is easy to read and navigate. It contains vocabulary and images suitable for lower primary school students. The images load quickly and match the words well. The site offers a range of related activities to support vocabularly development. The activities load quickly and require limited instructions. Students can check whether their answers are correct and view the correct answers. Limitations: Middle eastern and Asian languages are not represented. Some of the content is Americanised. No audio files are provided.
6. Teaching application: The site could be used on the IWB to model the use of dictionaries with lower primary students. The activities could also be used in vocabulary development activities with whole class, small groups, in pairs or individually. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

VIRTUAL LIBRARY — Language learning (English and home languages)
6. International Children’s Digital Library

1. URL:  http://en.childrenslibrary.org/

2. Name:  International Children’s Digital Library (ICDL)

3. Description:  The International Children's Digital Library Foundation (ICDL Foundation) created this free digital library of children's books from around the world to pursue its vision of creating a tolerant global community with respect for diverse cultures, languages and ideas. The stories include classics, traditional tales and award winning books. Some of the books are provided in two languages. Registering is optional, but registered users can select a preferred language, return to the last page read, save books to a personal bookshelf and access a forum. The site also provides information about and links to other online collections.

4. Explanation: The Foundation recognises that children learn best when they are proficient in their home language. The ICDL provides opportunities for children to continue to learn about their family's home language and literary heritage. The books are provided in a range of languages that are spoken by children at our school, including Arabic, German, Persian/Farsi, Filipino/Tagalog and Spanish.

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The website is attractive and well organised. A wide range of search options is available (keyword, language, audience, appearance, content, country, genre, shape or length). Users can select from recently added or award winning books. Each book has a summary and overview. Some books have a function for increasing the size of the text in a popout text box. Limitations: The site does not have audio files of the texts. Some books require Java 6.0 and load in a separate window. The ebooks were scanned from the original print versions, and sometimes the text is small and hard to read. 

6. Teaching application: This site can be used to develop understandings of language and culture through literature; and to foster oral storytelling, writing and reading skills. Teachers can introduce the ebooks on an IWB. Students can revisit the text and share it with family and friends at school or at home. The ebooks can be used on the IWB to stimulate face-to-face and online discussions. The ebooks can also be used as the subjects of book raps hosted in the virtual classroom. Students can post responses to the ‘rap points’ from school or home. The responses can be downloaded and analysed to evaluate students’ understanding of the text and ability to communicate their beliefs and opinions in English. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. Starfall
1. URL:  http://www.starfall.com/ 

2. Name: Starfall
3. Description: This site provides a range of free online literacy activities (e-books, reading skill activities and puzzles) in four categories (ABCs Let’s get ready to read; Learn to Read: Zac the Rat and other tales; It’s Fun to Read: About Me, Art Gallery, Magic + more); I’m Reading: Plays, Non-fiction, Comics + more) and other season and special event activities. Each e-book has an interactive activity at the end. In the Art Gallery, for example, students can read about artists like Vincent van Gogh (compound words built from ‘self’); Georges Seurat (words that end with ‘ight’) Paul Gauguin (‘ou’ words), Marc Chagall (opposite to ‘young’), Ernie Barnes (‘er’ words), Dorothy Strait (‘ow’ words). Books about musicians include: Beethoven, Chopin, Joplin, Mozart, Offenbach, Tchaikovsky. The comics, poems, plays, folk tales, Greek myths and Chinese fables use repetive language to reinforce new vocabulary. 
4. Explanation: This site is included because it provides e-texts in a range of text types and on variety of topics. I will use this site on the IWB to help students to analyse and discuss texts and compare texts from different genres. Some of the texts can be used as models for shared writing.
5. Evaluation: The site is visually appealing to children. The onscreen text is easy to read, the sound quality is good, and the menu system is easy to navigate. Most elements of the site download quickly. Students can click on unfamiliar words to have them read aloud. The site content is well-suited to primary school beginning readers. Limitations: Advertisements for their other subscription websites and products.

6. Teaching application: Teachers can use these resources to teach phonemic awareness, reading comprehension and text analysis with the whole class and small groups and students can use the site individually or in pairs at home or at school. It is useful for an integrated whole-language approach because it provides texts on a range of non-fiction topics, including artists, musicians, traditional tales and animals.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. Story Place: The Children’s Digital Library

1. URL:  http://www.storyplace.org

2. Name:  Story Place: The Children’s Digital Library
3. Description: This digital library is part of the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library website. It contains interactive stories with text and sound, that involve the students in making choices. Preschool Library themes: Animals; Babies; Bathtime; Colours; Crocodiles; Firefighters; Fish; Gorillas; Monkeys; Music; Pets; Shapes; Teddy Bears; Trains; and Wheels. Each topic has an online story, an online activity; a worksheet and a reading list. 

Elementary Library themes: Dinos Rock; Little Red High Tops; Mammal Marathon; The Golden Ball; The Riddle Quest; The Three Country Critters. Each theme contains an interactive topsy turvy tale that uses text, sound, user input and animation, a worksheet and a reading list. It provides a link to the companion site, BookHive: Your Guide to Children’s Literature.

4. Explanation: This site is available in two languages (English and Spanish). It would be particularly useful for students for whom Spanish is a home language.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: This bright colourful website is visually appealing. The site navigation system uses a combination of appealing images and text to cater for young users. Users can access site features in a variety of ways. The online books and activities are simple and repetitive to reinforce the vocabulary used. Limitations: The books in the reading lists are America publications, which might not be available in Australia. The items on the reading lists are linked to online bookstores.

6. Teaching application: The IWB can be used to demonstrate how to use the menu systems to access different parts of the digital library, and to use the different features of the interactive stories. Students could explore the site in pairs, report back to the class about stories they liked and site features they have found.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
9. Storyline Online

1. URL: http://www.storylineonline.net/

2. Name:  Storyline Online
3. Description: Professional actors from the Screen Actors Guild present videos of 24 stories. Some are traditional tales and others are well-known stories such as Stella Luna, The Polar Express, Wilfred Gordon Partridge Macdonald and The Rainbow Fish.
4. Explanation: Students can listen and read along as they view the video.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: The home page layout is simple and easy to read. Stories can be chosen from the set featured on the home page, or from an index of stories. Different versions are provided to cater for different bandwidth and download speeds. The stories are presented by professional actors. The expressive audio is accompanied book illustrations or animations. Most feature onscreen text to match the audio files. Full screen, audio off and pause options are available. The site provides suggestions for post-reading, off-line activities. Limitations: All stories are in English.
6. Teaching application: These stories are useful for presentation on an interactive whiteboard because they can be paused to allow for discussion. Students can view the stories at home.
7. Will I use it? I would use the site to support analysing narratives, developing critical literacy and reading comprehension skills and to stimulate discussion about social, cultural and environmental issues.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLAYGROUND 
10. Sense-Lang

1. URL: http://www.sense-lang.org/typing/tutor/index.php?lang=EN

2. Name:  Sense-Lang
3. Description:  This Adelaide University site provides instructions about touch typing and a colour-coded keyboard diagram to show which fingers are used for each key. The site has a set of typing tutorials and several games to help students develop keyboarding skills. The tutorials section provides sequenced lessons. A range of games focus on keyboard familiarisation and touch typing skills.
4. Explanation: This site is included because being able to type quickly will help students to use the virtual classroom discussion board, wiki and blog tools efficiently.
5. Evaluation: The web site has simple screen layout and menu, so the site is easy to navigate. The tutorial exercise provide students with feedback in terms of words per minute, correct and incorrect key strokes and time taken. The games are fun and visually appealing. Limitations:The tutorials are not visually appealing nor interesting. The games are sometimes slow to load.
6. Teaching application: Students would work individually on keyboarding skills in classroom rotations or at home.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

11. Crickweb

1. URL: http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ 

2. Name:  Crickweb
3. Description: Crickweb provides over 200 learning objects and 30 games for students aged 4 to 11 years old. The resources are organised in sections for Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  Learning objects are provided for a range of learning areas, including literacy, numeracy, science and history. Accompanying lesson outlines are provided. The literacy learning objects are related to alphabetical order, spelling, grammar, proofreading, vocabulary development, word building and sequencing activities. The activities also cover a range of simple text types including, news headlines, postcards picture captions, instructions and narratives. 

4. Explanation: This site was chosen as it provides learning objects to support an integrated whole-language approach. It also provides These activities are excellent for honing literacy and numeracy skills. They can be introduced on the IWB with a whole class but revised independently or in pairs. 

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The page layout is simple and consistent throughout the site. Advertising is kept to the left-hand margin. Most of the learning objects on this site load quickly and can be completed in a short amount of time. Resources support learning in a range of learning areas. Teaching strategies to accompany the learning objects are provided. Students can repeat activities as often as needed. Each activity gives students immediate feed back. Each item has a screen shot graphic, title and description. Limitations: Users have to scroll past a screen full of information to reach the list of games.
6. Teaching application: These learning objects are suitable for reinforcing concepts taught in face-to-face mode. Students can work individually or in pairs at school and can revise again at home.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

12. Learn English Kids

1. URL: http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/

2. Name:  Learn English Kids
3. Description: This site is provided in five language (Arabic, Chinese, English, French and Russian). Most of the learning objects are only in English. Some of the stories are in other languages. The site features Word of  the Week, Games, Listen & Watch, Read & Write, Make, and Explore sections. The activities focus on reading, viewing and listening activities. There are spelling games, online stories and story writing.  Topics include caring for Animals, Bugs, Celebrations, Christmas, Clothes, Colours, Dangerous animals, Environment, Family, Fantasy animals, Food, Football, Halloween, Homes, Human body, Numbers, Pets, School, Sea animals, Spies, Sport, Time, Tongue twister, Town and Zoos. 
Also provides a range of downloadable print materials to support learning. The site is regularly updated with new material like word of the week, or new joke or new song. Activities like jigsaws are provided for students to do while they wait for audio files to load. Members of the site must be aged 13 or under. It provides a set of ‘house rules’ for using the interactive features of the site.
4. Explanation: This site is included because it fosters an exploratory approach to learning and is available in a range of languages so that some families can to use it at home to reinforce home language proficiency.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site is visually appealing and well organised. Users can access features of the site using a range of methods. No advertisements! page design (visual appeal, readability), site design (useability in terms of download speed, sound quality, site navigation), user-interface (degree of interactivity, online help, search, feedback), content (currency, credibility, cultural appropriateness, age- and language- appropriateness), teaching application (potential learning applications, range of topics, range of language skills developed, lesson plans, background information, worksheets Limitations:

6. Teaching application: Aspects of this site can be demonstrated on the IWB and discussed. Students will also enjoy exploring the site in pairs or individually. Use of headphones is recommended. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORKSHOP 

13. ESL Super Simple Songs

1. URL:  http://www.supersimplesongs.com
2. Name:  Super Simple Songs: Songs for singing, songs for learning
3. Description:  This website provides videos in three categories: Teaching Tips, Just for Fun and Your Videos. The ‘Teaching Tips’ section has videos with simple songs for reinforcing greetings, classroom routines, positional language, body parts. Some use repetition or a simple question and answer format to practise commonly-used sentence patterns or phrases. The videos encourage the use of simple gestures to support learning the song. 
4. Explanation:  This web page was chosen because it provides excellent tips for using songs and games to make learning English fun for young children. The videos are instructive for teachers and useful for introducing the songs to children. 
5. Evaluation:  Advantages: The page design is visually appealing and easy to read. The menu system is easy to navigate. The videos are short, so they load quickly. The sound reproduction is clear. The videos are instructive for teachers because they provide tips on how to use the songs. They cover a range of contexts and content, and they appeal to the target age group. Limitations: There are some advertisements on the site.
6. Teaching application:  This site is useful in a blended learning approach. The videos can be used to introduce activites that can be used with the whole class or small groups to develop listening, speaking and following directions skills. Some of the activities, like Scissors, Paper, Rock also develop creative thinking skills. These activities are suitable for the Year 3 students who are reluctant to speak English, but may be happy to sing in a group situation. The site will be included in the virtual classroom so that students can practise at home with family and friends.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

18. IXL 

1. URL: http://au.ixl.com/

2. Name:  IXL: Maths at its most mesmerising: Preschool to Year 8

3. Description:  This website provides a range of numeracy activities that help students to develop the language of mathematics, including number recognition, counting, language for describing quantity, size, capacity, height, mass, and shape, positional language and Australian currency. 

4. Explanation:  This site was chosen because it reinforces language necessary to everyday conversations and maths. In many of the activities the instructions are provided in text and audio formats..

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The site is easy to navigate and the activities have simple consistent layout and use a multiple choice format. Most of the learning objects on this site load quickly and can be completed in a short amount of time. Students can repeat the activity as often as needed. Each activity gives students immediate feedback to their responses. Disadvantages: Teachers cannot provide direct links to specific activities. The instructions are only provided in English.

page design (visual appeal, readability), site design (useability in terms of download speed, sound quality, site navigation), user-interface (degree of interactivity, online help, search, feedback), content (currency, credibility, accessibililty, cultural appropriateness, age- and language- appropriateness), teaching application (potential learning applications, range of topics, range of language skills developed, lesson plans, background information, worksheets)

6. Teaching application: The activities on this site are suitable for independent work or for use in group work where students work at the computer independently or in pairs. Once students are familiar with the site format, I would recommend the site for use outside school hours.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

14. Languages Online

1. URL:  http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/english/english.htm

2. Name:  Languages Online: ESL for Beginners

3. Description:  Victorian Education Department site that provides online activites covering greetings, introductions, numbers 1-20, ordinal numbers 1st to 10th , and reponding to common questions like ‘How are you?’, ‘How old are you?’, and ‘Where do you live?’   

4. Explanation: These actitivities use cartoons with text and sound, songs, matching and close comprehension-type activities to reinforce the language of, for example, greetings and introductions.  Off-line review activities are provided for each topic. 

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The web pages are simple and uncluttered. The activities are suitable for begginning English students because they are simple and require minimal text or oral directions. Sound reproduction is clear. The content is related to Australia. Limitations: There is a limited amount of content.
6. Teaching application:  Ideal for IWB use for use in group situations, particularly the singing activities. Students could redo the activities in pairs or individually. Teacher or teacher aide supervision would be needed to ensure 1) that the students know how to work through the activities, and 2) that students practice the speaking activities.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
15. Mr Thorne Does Phonics
1. URL:  http://www.mrthornedoesphonics.com/

2. Name:  Mr Thorne Does Phonics
3. Description: This site provides a set of videos for consolidating learning about phonics. Each video concentrates on a sound or set of sounds. Videos are provided for learning the alphabet, letter recognition, beginning, medial and ending sounds, long and short vowel sounds, consonant and consonant blend sounds and high frequency and tricky words.
4. Explanation: This site is included because a good understanding of phonics is necessary to reading.
5. Evaluation: Advantages: The sound and video quality are good, and the text used in the videos is large and colourful. The videos are suitable for young learners but not ‘babyish’. Users can arrows to scroll through a menu of videos, or select categories from an overhead menu. Within the videos, the presenter speaks slowly and clearly and there is time between the presentation of words for the viewer to repeat the word after the presenter. Limitations: The videos take a long time to load. Users have to scroll down past advertising to find the videos.
6. Teaching application: The videos are designed to be used as part of a lesson, but also provide a useful revision tool. Teachers can use the videos on the IWB to introduce or revise sounds. Students can view the videos at home for revision. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

16. Wacky Web Tales

1. URL: http://www.eduplace.com/tales/

2. Name:  Wacky Web Tales
3. Description:  This website provides templates for users to create ‘wacky’ stories. Users complete a form that promts them for words for their story. The words have to be particular parts of speech. A link for ‘Parts of Speech Help’ is provided. The words provided by the user are inserted into the story template and displayed on the screen. There are story templates for a wide range of topics related to school and everyday activities. It is suitable for students in Years 3 to 7.
4. Explanation: This website was chosen because it is a fun way to create simple stories that can be share, edited, illustrated and published in the virtual classroom.

5. Evaluation: Advantages: There are no advertisements and no registration required. The website has a simple layout and the application is easy to use. A wide range of story age-appropriate topics is covered. The vocabulary used is simple and suitable for ESL students operating at Bandscale Level 3 in reading and writing. Limitations: Imperial measures are used in some of the templates. The site has no images and no sound. The font size is quite small.
6. Teaching application: This online application is suitable for individual use or with small groups or the whole class. It’s likely to be more fun as a shared experience. By experimenting with different ‘input’ text students practise reading the basic storyline while having fun writing nonsense stories. Teachers can demonstrate on the IWB how the text can be copied and pasted into Word to be edited and illustrated.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

17. Writing Fun

1. URL:  http://www.writingfun.com/ 

2. Name:  Writing Fun
3. Description: This interactive site provides advice students, teachers and parents/carers about the purposes and structures of a range of literary and non-literary text types. Teachers can use the site to demonstrate text structures and complete shared writing tasks online. The site also provides text structure templaes in Word format that can be used electronically in IWB demonstrations or printed for use by students. used such as text type organiser templates, examples of text structures, grammatical features and publishing ideas
4. Explanation: Alford (2001, p. 241) identified a range of other language challenges facing the ESL learner engaging in critical literacy approach to language learning. 

* the complex language demands of expressing higher order abstract 

* using the generic structures and text features of particular genres.

* the degree of assumed knowledge about texts and their social purposes 

* having the  metalanguage with which to discuss textual features. 

5. Evaluation: Advantages: The web pages are colourful and visually appealing, ant the screens load quickly. The site is easy to navigate and well designed for use on an IWB with the home page button on the far right of the screen and the blank organiser, examples and write online options in a menu along the bottom of the screen. A range of examples (simple to complex) is provided for each text type. The examples have a toggle button for the text organiser, and a mouse-over feature for highlighting the text features described in the right-hand column. site design (useability in terms of download speed, sound quality, site navigation), user-interface (degree of interactivity, online help, search, feedback), content (currency, credibility, cultural appropriateness, age- and language- appropriateness), teaching application (potential learning applications, range of topics, range of language skills developed, lesson plans, background information, worksheets Limitations: Some of the screens are text intensive, and the font is small. Shared writing tasks completed online can be printed but not saved.
6. Teaching application: This site is useful in developing metalanguage for describing and discussing texts, understanding of the purposes and of texts and their generic structures and text features. It is well-suited for IWB use. The text structure templates will used for whole-class and small group shared writing to revise the generic structure and text features of text types. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADVENTURES (Webquests and Let’s Learn About sections)

19. Dreamworld

1. URL:  http://www.dreamworld.com.au/

2. Name:  Dreamworld
3. Description:  The Dreamworld website promotes Dreamworld and White Water World. It provides descriptions of rides and attractions, a ticket cost calculator for online ticket purchases. Users can read reviews, comment on them and add their own.

4. Explanation: This website was chosen because it is relevant to our Year 4 curriculum experiences and it provides a real-life context and age-appropriate professional quality stimulus material for a wide range of learning experiences. 
5. Evaluation: Advantages: This site is visually attractive, but very busy. The site content provides good examples of promotional (persuasive and descriptive) texts for analysis. It also provides examples of recounts and transactional texts. Many of the text descriptions of rides are short and generally easy to read, and the images and videos are appealing. Limitations: The website is well organised, but complex. So it could be daunting for students to navigate independently. A limitation of the site is that sound files are not provided for a lot of the onscreen text and the site is entirely in English. 
6. Teaching application: Material on this website can be used to enhance learning about action verbs, emotive language, persuasive texts, descriptive texts, ride and attraction reviews. It can be used to promote life skills such as problem solving and decision making related to planning outings with family and friends, map reading and positional and directional language. Technological literacy skills that can be learnt through use of this site include menu navigation, site searches, online purchases. Related activities that could be facilitated through a virtual classroom on Blackboard or Sharepoint could be: promoting their ride preferences by posting their own ride descriptions and reviews on a class wiki; debating which rides their group should take when they visit Dreamworld on a class discussion board; then voting for the rides using an online poll. Exploring this website is very relevant for our Year 4 students who visit Dreamworld in Term 4. An option for Year 3 is the Underwater World website (http://www.underwaterworld.com.au), because Year 3 go on an overnight excursion to Underwater World as part of their Endangered Animals unit. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------
20. Kidspot Kitchen

1. URL:  http://www.kidspot.com.au/best-recipes/Kids-cooking+5.htm?gclid=CIa02ruI2qgCFUmDpAodyCrzgQ

2. Name:  Kidspot Kitchen
3. Description:  Find kids cooking recipes that are easy, quick and cheap. Users can search for a particular recipe; browse the illustrated recipe archive by category or alphabetically; view the recipe lists with or without images. Users can also search for recipes from a particular country by typing in the country name. However this is only successful if the country name is in the title of the recipe. Each recipe has a picture of the end product, a description, the recipe and reviews. Users can submit a review or share the recipe using Facebook. Users can also enter their four favourite ingredients into the Meal Planner to search for a recipe that includes them. They can also build a shopping list online and email it to themselves. For other procedural texts, Kidspot also has a craft section.

4. Explanation: This site is included because it provides a real-life context for apply language knowledge and skills. It would be a useful resource in a cross-cultural unit of work.
5. Evaluation: This website is visually appealing and easy to navigate. The recipes use a standard generic structure that provides a good model for students. 
6. Teaching application: This site is useful in developing literacy skills such as alphabetical order and understanding of procedural texts. 
7. Will I use it? I would use this site as part of an integrated study about cultures, where students would be encouraged to share traditions and recipes from countries around the world. Involvement from families in the unit of work would be encouraged. Students could look up and use recipes at home. Students can then post their favourite recipes to a virtual classroom recipe book wiki to share them with other students.
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